
The Hon./Mr/Ms [MP Name] MP
Member for [Electorate]
Dear [MP Name],
Urgent request to delay the commencement of section 13 of the Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Regulation 2026 (NSW)
I am a veterinarian practising in [suburb/town], in your electorate. I am asking for your urgent assistance regarding a regulatory change commencing 5 November 2026 that will undermine veterinarians' ability to provide timely treatment to sick and injured animals.
When treating sick or injured animals, I often use/prescribe compounded medicines prepared by pharmacists. In order to have an adequate supply of these compounded medicines available in time critical situations, I am currently able to hold such medicines in stock. 
Veterinary practitioners need to treat a wide range of animal species, with significant variations even within species.  Thismeans that registered medicines are often not suitable due to the dosage form or issues with palatability. For these reasons, timely access to compounded medicines is essential for the health and welfare of animals in NSW.
What is changing?
Under current regulations, pharmacies can supply veterinarians with compounded medicines to keep in stock for emergency use. From 5 November 2026, section 13 of the Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Regulation 2026 (NSW) will effectively remove this option. Section 13 only allows emergency-use supply of products that are registered under the Agvet Code or covered by an APVMA permit, and compounded medicines are neither. This means:
· I will no longer be able to keep essential compounded medicines on hand for emergencies and urgent treatment.  This includes medicines required for time-critical toxicity treatment, sedation to safely handle frightened or aggressive animals and urgent pain relief, including for severe eye conditions.
· Instead, even when an animal urgently requires it, I will need to prescribe a medicine, send the prescription to a pharmacy, which will then need to compound, dispense and deliver it.
· This could delay my capacity to treata sick or injured animal for between 1 and 7 days, depending on the prescribed medicine and location of the veterinary practice.
· When urgent treatment is required, even a delay of 24 hours can significantly affect an animal’s recovery or can even be fatal, such as in the case of feline infectious peritonitis.
Why veterinary medicine is different
There is an enormous disparity between the number of registered human medicines and registered veterinary medicines.  While there is only one species to be treated with human medicines, there are over a thousand animal species to be treated with the available registered medicines. Even within a single animal species, variation in the species may render the same medicines appropriate for some but not for others: a medicine that may be correct for a Great Dane may be wholly inappropriate for a chihuahua. 
Registered medicines are capable of meeting most medication needs for humans. Compounded human medicines are a small, if valuable, adjunct. By contrast, given how relatively few registered veterinary medicines there are and the number of species and kinds of animals to be treated with them, it is little wonder that compounded medicines play a far greater role in veterinary medicine than they do in human medicine.
The impact of the new regulation will be particularly significant for regional and rural practices and 24-hour emergency hospitals, where there may simply be no practical way to obtain a compounded medicine quickly enough if it is not held in stock for urgent use.
The veterinary profession has already raised serious concerns
· Following release of the exposure draft of the new regulations in 2023, more than 1,150 veterinarians signed a petition opposing the removal of emergency access to compounded medicines and raising concerns about animal health and welfare. While NSW Health engaged in consultation at that time, changes made to the original draft of what is now section 13 do not provide a workable pathway to allow pharmacies to supply compounded medicines for emergency use despite concerns raised by stakeholders during the consultation process.
· The Australian Veterinary Association and other stakeholders wrote to NSW Health again after the new regulations were published this year. However, NSW Health has declined to engage in any further discussion about the impact of the new regulation. 

Ministerial intervention is now urgently needed to prevent avoidable harm to many companion and other animals before 5 November — which is why I am asking you to raise this directly, and urgently, with the Minister for Health.
What I am asking
I respectfully request that you ask the NSW Minister for Health to:
· Delay the commencement of section 13 as it applies to compounded medicines supplied to veterinarians for emergency use.
· Maintain the existing arrangements under clause 46 of the Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Regulation 2008 (NSW) while a workable solution is developed.
· Require genuine consultation between NSW Health, relevant Commonwealth agencies and the veterinary and pharmacy professions to establish a workable pathway for access to compounded medicines for emergency use.
I would be very happy to discuss this issue or provide further information. Thank you for considering this matter on behalf of the animals and veterinary practices in your electorate.
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Registration No. / Practice Name]
[Phone / Email]
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